
Towns: Annsville ~ Ava ~ Boonville ~ Camden ~ Floyd ~ Forestport ~ Lee ~ Remsen ~ Steuben ~ Trenton ~ Vienna ~ Western 

Villages: Boonville ~ Camden ~ Holland Patent ~ Remsen ~ Sylvan Beach 

  
www.noccog.org 

 

 2021 Announcements 
 

According to the Committee on Open Government, Executive Order 202.94 extends suspension of the in-person meeting 
requirement of open meetings law until March 16. The entire executive order is available at 
www.governor.ny.gov/news/no-20294-continuing-temporary-suspension-and-modification-laws-relating-disaster-
emergency. More information on COVID-19 as it relates to local governments can be found on the commission’s website 
here: www.tughill.org/covid-19/. 
 
1. NOCCOG IMA 5-year Renewal and Vote on New Executive Board Member 

All NOCCOG member supervisors and mayors should have received an email Friday, February 26 from NOCCOG Chair 
John Doiron regarding the 5-year renewal of NOCCOG IMA and voting on a new executive board member. All clerks 
were copied on this email as well. 

The email requests that all NOCCOG member communities reaffirm their membership and renew the IMA. It also asks 
members to vote on a new member of the executive board. If there are any questions or concerns about either of these 
matters, please contact NOCCOG Chair John Doiron at 315-942-3146. 

2. March 15 Tug Hill Commission Board Meeting 

The Tug Hill Commission board will meet next on Monday, March 15 from 10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. online at 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85472663375 or via phone at (929) 205-6099 US, meeting ID 854 7266 3375. The public is 
welcome to attend. 

3. Headwaters Annual Report Published and Tug Hill Commission Year In Review Video Available 

The Tug Hill Commission’s annual report, Headwaters, can be viewed at tughill.org/headwaters-annual-report/. Only 
available electronically this year, the report details progress made in 2020, and the way the commission and its 
communities work shifted due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

In place of a presentation that would typically be given at the commission’s annual meeting, executive director Katie 
Malinowski prepared a video overview of the commission’s 2020 activities. The fifteen minute video can be viewed on the 
commission’s YouTube channel. 

4. Northern Border Regional Commission Economic Infrastructure Grants Available 

The Northern Border Regional Commission’s (NBRC) State Economic & Infrastructure Development grant application 
materials will be available March 8, with an application deadline of May 21, 2021. There will be approximately $4.6 
million available for each state (Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont and New York). Oneida County is within the NBRC 
program area, and it is likely that the Oneida County will be considered distressed, which makes them eligible for 80% 
grant 20% match. 

Maximum awards of up to $1,000,000 will be made to eligible infrastructure projects, with a $350,000 limit for non-
infrastructure projects. Public bodies, 501© organizations, Native American tribes, and state governments can apply. State 
economic development plans and the NBRC’s five-year strategic plan will guide decision making. In NY, it is 
recommended that all applicants for NBRC grants contact Kyle Wilber at the NYS Department of State in advance of 
applying. He can be reached by phone at (518) 473-3694 or by email at kyle.wilber@dos.ny.gov. 
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5. A Primer for Highways Webinar Scheduled for Thursday March 18, 2021 at 6:30 p.m. 

Highways by prescription (use); width and bounds; encroachments and obstructions by abutting owners; abandonment by 
non-use and discontinuance; minimum maintenance highways; and seasonally limited use roads. Featuring Lori Mithen-
Demasi, Counsel from NYS Association of Towns. Register for this free webinar at 
us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_r6CImSfxQVOv1WmbLw1zwg 

6. A New Climate on Both Large and Small Scales Webinar March 25, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. 

The commission is hosting a free webinar called “A New Climate on Both Large and Small Scales” on Thursday, March 
25, 2021 at 7:00 pm eastern time. Meteorologist David Eichorn will provide an updated meteorological perspective on Tug 
Hill’s changing climate and changing local weather. Mr. Eichorn will discuss data related to climate change through a 
meteorological perspective and review how a warmer Arctic can impact our Northeastern weather. He will also look at one 
of the region’s big climate drivers, the El Nino/La Nina cycle in the Pacific and investigate its role in the changing climate. 
And lastly, Mr. Eichorn will explain the "Polar Vortex" - is this a new catch phrase or is there something more to it? His 
message to local governments is generally to plan for more unpredictability in weather patterns.Register for this free event 
at us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_4ytumAawRHmncowBvOQejw. 

7. DEC Buffers in a Bag Program Open 

The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation’s (DEC) application period for the Trees for Tribs' Buffer 
in a Bag program is now open. To qualify, landowners must have property in NYS with at least 50 feet that borders a 
stream, river, or lake, and provide photos or a map of the planting location. Applicants are eligible for one bag of 25 
seedlings and recipients are chosen on a first-come, first-served basis. A total of 500 bags will be available statewide for 
this round of applications. 

Visit DEC's website for more information about the Buffer in a Bag application process and requirements. Applications are 
due by 3:00 p.m. on April 12. Contact treesfortribs@dec.ny.gov with questions and visit Trees for Tribs Program on DEC's 
website to learn more. 

8. Clean Energy Communities Leadership Round Announced 

The NYS Energy Research and Development Authority (NYSERDA) has over $17 million to help communities implement 
actions to reduce carbon emissions and combat climate change in a new Clean Energy Communities (CEC) Leadership 
Round. Since the CEC program launched in 2016, more than 600 communities have completed 1,700 high-impact actions 
through the program. 

Four high-impact clean energy actions must be completed to earn a CEC designation. This round builds on the previous 
round of the program. Local governments in New York State interested in participating in the program can apply for grants 
through NYSERDA's online portal on a rolling basis, until December 31, 2025 or until funds are exhausted. Grants 
available include:  

 CEC Grant of $5,000 for communities that complete at least four NYSERDA-identified high-impact actions. 
 Action grant of up to $50,000 for adopting the NYStretch Code and up to $60,000 for undertaking one or more 

clean energy Community Campaigns. 
 Disadvantaged Communities that are awarded more than $20,000 for a clean energy project can qualify for an 

additional $10,000 to further the project. 
 Point-based grants where communities earn points for each clean energy action completed. Upon crossing certain 

point thresholds, communities will become eligible for larger grant amounts. 

The program also provides CEC coordinators at no charge to help communities develop and prioritize clean energy goals; 
assist with accessing easy-to-use resources, such as guidance documents and case studies; and help them leverage available 
funding and technical assistance opportunities. In Oneida County, the CEC coordinator is Mohawk Valley Economic 
Development District, Amanda Kaier, akaier@mvedd.org. A video of their informational webinar can be accessed at 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=rb2iHEV0ROk. More information is located on their website here: mvedd.org/for-
governmental-entities. Interested communities can also fill out a community interest form. 



 

9. Cornell Local Roads Spring In Person Training 

Registration is now open for Cornell Local Roads spring training. The full list of available courses is on their website at 
www.clrp.cornell.edu/workshops/workshops.htm. Locally, workshops will be held in Jefferson County the second week of 
May: 

May 11 – Local Roads and Streets Done Right 
May 12 – Surveying 
May 13 – Dollars and $ense of Municipal Operations 

10. Free Webinar on Court Records with the Office of Court Administration – March 17, 10:00 a.m. 

Join Geof Huth, Chief Records Officer for the Office of the New York State Unified Court System, as he discusses the 
unique rules and retention and disposition schedules that apply to municipal court records. Learn how to use these 
schedules, how to organize files, how to properly dispose of court records, and other special rules those who manage court 
records should be aware of. Register today. If you are unable to attend the live State Archives webinar, you can watch the 
recording on their YouTube channel. 

11. New State Archives Advisory Just Out – Understanding the Importance of Managing Social Media Records 

Does your municipality use social media to communicate with citizens and gather feedback? Twitter, YouTube, Vimeo, 
TikTok, Flickr, Instagram, Snapchat, Facebook, LinkedIn, among others? These sites can create records that must be 
managed, just like any other record. 

Take a look at State Archives latest advisory to learn what records you might be creating, how to manage them, and the 
risks you should be aware of when using social media 

12. Remaining webinars in three-part series on Conservation on Tug Hill and Letters from a Tug Hill Logger 

Forest Conservation on Wednesday, March 10, 7:00 p.m. Learn about the multiple benefits of forest conservation, and 
existing and proposed funding programs. Register here. 

Letters from a Tug Hill Logger on Wednesday, March 24, 7:00 p.m. Narrated by Leona and Peter Chereshnoski, the 
granddaughter and great-grandson of John Clemens and keepers of his treasured scrapbooks of memories. They will read 
letters, share stories, show off artifacts and photos and “spin yarns” of Tug Hill logging in its hey-day. Register here. 


