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 2021 Announcements 
 

According to the Committee on Open Government, Executive Order 202.97 extends suspension of the in-person meeting 
requirement of open meetings law until April 20. The entire executive order is available at www.governor.ny.gov/news/no-
20294-continuing-temporary-suspension-and-modification-laws-relating-disaster-emergency. More information on 
COVID-19 as it relates to local governments can be found on the commission’s website here: www.tughill.org/covid-19/. 
 
1. Update on NOCCOG IMA 5-year Renewal and vote on new executive board member 

The NOCCOG IMA was last renewed in 2015. This agreement, by law, runs for five years, and it is time for renewal. In an 
email sent out in March to all member communities, we asked communities to review the IMA and act on a resolution. 
Thank you to all member communities that have adopted the 5-year renewal resolution. We have received nine resolutions 
back so far. If you have adopted the resolution, please send a signed copy to Jean Waterbury at jean@tughill.org or NYS 
Tug Hill Commission, 317 Washington Street, Watertown, NY 13601. 

We have also had five member communities submit their vote for a new member of the executive board. It’s still not too 
late to vote. If you have not yet voted, please cast your ballot by clicking here: https://forms.gle/J6rhrNKhjKDLB76P6 

2. NOCCOG GPS project 

The weather is improving and it is the perfect time to get outside and work on a GPS project! With NOCCOG’s purchase 
of two GPS units in 2019, the council is again looking for communities interested in using the equipment. The villages of 
Remsen and Holland Patent have used the units to do projects in 2019, and some work was completed in Annsville, and 
village of Camden in 2020 with the assistance of Mark Clark. Last year, NOCCOG was able to hire Mark, a resident of 
Camden, to assist communities with any GPS work they would like to have completed. Mark will be working on a part-
time basis throughout the 2021 to continue this work. 

The goal is to map water, sewer, lighting, sidewalks, and other infrastructure to compile an online database. This will 
provide crucial benefits when there is turnover of local employees, during emergency situations such as water main breaks, 
and in current, ongoing improvement projects. 

If your community is interested in using the equipment or having Mark do GPS projects in your community, please contact 
Jean Waterbury at (315)783-7019. 

3. Tug Hill commission meeting April 19 in Central Square 

Tug Hill Commission’s board of commissioners will meet Monday, April 19, 2021 from 10:00 to 11:30 a.m. at the village 
of Central Square Municipal Building. In-person meeting attendance will be limited so COVID-19 safety precautions can 
be followed. If you are interested in attending in person, please contact Gwen Decker at gwen@tughill.org ahead of time. 
The public is also welcome to join remotely at us02web.zoom.us/j/88426390017 or by calling 929-205-6099, meeting ID 
884 2639 0017. 

4. Tug Hill Community Recognition Award nominations open April 1 

The Tug Hill Commission is starting a new recognition program to honor a Tug Hill community, council of government, or 
community group at the commission’s 2021 annual dinner, scheduled for October 14, 2021 at the Tailwater Lodge in 
Altmar. A full program description and detailed list of criteria are available on the commission website, but overall the 
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award is looking for local governments or groups that have gone above and beyond to implement a project that has made a 
real impact in their area. Nominations are due by June 1, and should be emailed to Katie Malinowski, katie@tughill.org. 

5. Commission to host free webinar training for local officials in April 

Local Regulation: Enactment Procedure - Thursday April 15, 2021 at 12:00 p.m. 
This session, by Chris Eastman and Patricia Burke of the New York State Department of State, will address the process a 
municipality must go through in order to adopt a resolution, ordinance or local law, as well as the merits of using each 
procedure. To register: us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Mcmcho1_Qg2bf8-mYNibBQ 
 
Five Steps to Jump Start Your Cybersecurity Program - Tuesday April 27, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. 
In this session, Steven Gravel, Cybersecurity Support Liaison at the NYS Division of Homeland Security and Emergency 
Services, will explore a few of the cyber risks faced by the local government, healthcare and education sectors. 
To register: us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_1A2PXJB4R3O57DBHzgTUTA 
 
Open Government Issues in Planning and Zoning Decisions - Thursday April 29, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. 
This session, by attorney Mark Schachner, will focus on planning and zoning decision-making at public meetings, 
communications outside of public meetings, site inspections and “FOIL-ability” of various planning and zoning 
documents. To register: us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Wu1Ba5j0RYqHTYV8dEHdUA 

6. Virtual FOIL training April 15 from 10:00 to 11:30 a.m. 

The Committee on Open Government is offering a webinar on NYS’s Freedom of Information Law (FOIL) on Thursday, 
April 15 from 10 to 11:30 a.m. Kristin O’Neill, Assistant Director of the Committee on Open Government, will be the 
presenter. The program will consist of a 1-hour overview of the statute, followed by 30-minute Q & A period. Pre-
registration is required. Please submit questions of general interest to Kristin at: kristin.oneill@dos.ny.gov. Click here to 
register for this training session. 

7. Planning Drinking Water and Wastewater Projects Webinar April 5 at 1:00 p.m. 

Syracuse University Environmental Finance Center is holding a free webinar on Monday, April 5 at 1:00 p.m. for 
municipal leaders to learn more about how to plan a successful drinking water or wastewater project. Representatives from 
USDA Rural Development, NYS Environmental Facilities Corporation, NYS Departments of Environmental Conservation, 
Health, Homes & Community Renewal, and State will present. The focus will be on the planning process for water 
infrastructure projects, the Intended Use Plan, and available engineering planning grants. 

Register at https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/541414232736905486. 

8. Updated Planning for Offsite Solar Paper available; new Office of Renewable Siting Regulations released 

Commission staff recently completed significant updates to the commission’s Planning for Offsite Solar issue paper. 
Working with partners across the region’s four counties, the updated paper includes information about the state’s Office of 
Renewable Siting’s new 94-c process, and additional images to demonstrate various topics related to solar development. 
Please contact the office at (315)785-2380 if your community has questions about solar. 

9. Clean Energy Communities Leadership round announced 

The NYS Energy Research and Development Authority (NYSERDA) has over $17 million to help communities implement 
actions to reduce carbon emissions and combat climate change in a new Clean Energy Communities (CEC) Leadership 
Round.  

This program provides CEC coordinators at no charge to help communities develop and prioritize clean energy goals; 
assist with accessing easy-to-use resources, such as guidance documents and case studies; and help them leverage available 
funding and technical assistance opportunities. In Oneida County, the CEC coordinator is Mohawk Valley Economic 
Development District, Amanda Kaier, akaier@mvedd.org. A video of their informational webinar can be accessed at 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=rb2iHEV0ROk. More information is located on their website here: mvedd.org/for-
governmental-entities. Interested communities can also fill out a community interest form. 


