
Towns: Annsville ~ Ava ~ Boonville ~ Camden ~ Floyd ~ Forestport ~ Lee ~ Remsen ~ Steuben ~ Trenton ~ Vienna ~ Western 

Villages: Boonville ~ Camden ~ Holland Patent ~ Remsen ~ Sylvan Beach 

                                                                                                                             
www.noccog.org 

 
September 2021 Announcements 

 

 
 
1. Oneida County Main Street Program Announced 

The new Oneida County Main Street Program designed to provide support to local municipal downtown development 
projects has been announced. 

 
The program will have two phases: planning assistance and capital project funding. The Oneida County Planning 
Department will collaborate with cities, towns, and villages to rethink and rebrand their main streets including complete 
street designs, parking, streetscapes, façade programs, public space design and entrance way development.  

 
A $500,000 fund for planning assistance, with a 50-50 match between the municipalities and the county will be available 
to develop unique main street programs in participating communities. Once the main street planning is completed, the 
projects included within will be funded through a $5 million fund that will be capitalized over two years. 

 
The application process for the Main Street Program is neither competitive nor a determination of eligibility. All 
municipalities within Oneida County are eligible and will receive funding and/or technical assistance, contingent on 
the availability of funding, after the application has been reviewed by the planning department. Oneida County 
encourages all municipalities to present their vision and thoughts on what they want their project to look like to best fit the 
community’s needs. While there is no singular design format for a main street project as all communities within the 
county are different, it is essential that each community responds to the unique needs of its residents. Each main street 
project should also reflect the theme and values already present in their community. 
 
The Oneida County Department of Planning has an Application and Information Packet and Program Guidebook available 
on the county website, and can also be reached at 315-798-5710. 

 
2. NOCCOG Annual Dinner Meeting, October 28th 

Invitations have been sent to all member communities for the 37th Annual NOCCOG Dinner Meeting to be held Thursday, 
October 28th, at Gone Coastal in Lee Center. 

 
Cash bar social hour starts at 6pm with dinner to follow at 7pm. Guest speakers will include Oneida County Tourism 
President Kelly Blazosky and representatives from the Oneida County Sheriff’s Department Drone Unit. Kelly will 
discuss the snowmobile economic impact study and what those numbers mean for Oneida County. The Sheriff’s 
department will explain the capabilities and numerous uses the drone unit can provide to our communities. 

 
The price for dinner is $30 per person and RSVPs are needed by October 11th. Whatever COVID protocols are in place at 
the time will be followed. If you did not receive an invitation, or need another, let your local circuit rider know! 

 
3. COVID Information Resources Compiled by Association of Towns 

 
The Association of Towns of the State of New York recently provided an updated list of information sources related to 
COVID. It can be accessed at: 
www.nytowns.org/images/Documents/Announcement/August%202021%20COVID%20VAX%20and% 
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4. Cell Towers and Zoning 

Many communities have been receiving legal solicitations encouraging municipalities to revisit their local zoning with 
regards to the control of placement of cell towers, small cells and distributed antenna systems (DAS.) The letter cites that 
with the current 5G rollout, developers are seeking to install wireless facilities as closely as every 300 feet in residential 
neighborhoods. 5G uses higher-frequency wavelengths transmitted through a network of “small cell” devices, roughly the 
size of a backpack, scattered throughout communities. Although most NOCCOG communities adopt zoning legislation by 
local law, the Tug Hill Commission will always support any municipality in their efforts to include language about 
regulating antenna. They can submit their local law for review with a law firm or their town attorney. Towns and villages 
should know that the more rural they are, the longer it may be before they are approached with 5G development. But, it 
will come eventually, and it’s best to be ahead of the curve. 
 
There is a webinar, Small Wireless Facilities and 5G in New York State, on the Tug Hill Commission’s YouTube 
channel. Speaker Rebecca Ruscito, Counsel with the NY Conference of Mayors, discusses 5G wireless service and how it 
builds on today’s 4G wireless broadband infrastructure. To view the webinar, click here. 

 
5. Tug Hill Commission Meeting September 20, 2021 

The next meeting of the Tug Hill Commission will be Monday, September 20, 2021 from 10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. at the 
Village of Carthage offices, 120 S. Mechanic Street, Carthage. The public is always welcome to attend. There is also an 
option to join remotely via Zoom, using us02web.zoom.us/j/82338298144 or calling 929-205-6099, meeting ID 823 3829 
8144. 

 
6. Tug Hill Commission Annual Dinner 

The Tug Hill Commission will be holding their annual dinner on Thursday, October 14th, at the Tailwater Lodge in 
Altmar. The first Tug Hill Community Recognition awards will be announced during the evening. The Commission will 
be following whatever COVID protocols Oswego County and/or New York State has in place at the time. The cost for the 
dinner is $45 per person and RSVPs are needed by Monday October 4th. For more information please call 315-785-2380. 

 
7. New Solar and Wind Tax Appraisal Model Open for Public Comment 

The 2021-2022 enacted state budget established a process for the NYS Department of Taxation and Finance (DTF) to 
develop a standard methodology for solar and wind energy systems with a nameplate capacity of greater than or equal to 
one megawatt. The DTF has posted a draft appraisal model and preliminary discount rates for public comment. For more 
information visit the DTF’s website here. 

 
Beginning with the 2022 assessment rolls, local assessors are required to use the model and discount rates to value and 
place assessments on affected solar and wind energy systems. Municipalities will continue to have the flexibility to 
negotiate PILOTs (Payments In Lieu of Taxes). Following the guidelines outlined by the DTF, submit all comments by 
October 1, 2021. Email cleanenergyhelp@nyserda.ny.gov with any questions. 

 
8. New Guide to Town Budget Process Available 

The Tug Hill Commission has created a new reference paper that pulls together numerous references and reminders 
spanning all those sources into one convenient reference that a town can use for reference during the budget process. It is 
available now on the Tug Hill Commission web site tughill.org/publications/technical-issue-papers/. 

 
9. THC Webinar: Gould Logging on the Moose River Plains in the Early 1900’s 

On Tuesday, September 21, at 7pm, Ernest Leigh Portner, owner of Portner’s Sawmill, will narrate a slideshow of images 
taken during logging on Gould Paper Company lands in the 1930’s and 1940’s. Leigh, born in the Lee Center area in 
1933, was a logger all his life and came from a family of loggers. This will be the first time Leigh provides his 
presentation online, sharing his unique knowledge of the history of logging on Tug Hill and in the Adirondacks. You can 
register for the webinar here. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=REA7B-T1e0A&t=32s
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