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October 2021 Announcements 
 
 
1. NOCCOG Annual Dinner Meeting, October 28th 
If you have yet to RSVP for the NOCCOG Annual Meeting, please do so by October 11th. The dinner is Thursday, 
October 28th, at Gone Coastal in Lee Center. 

Cash bar social hour starts at 6pm with dinner to follow at 7pm. Guest speakers will include Oneida County Tourism 
President Kelly Blazosky and representatives from the Oneida County Sheriff’s Department Drone Unit. Kelly will 
discuss the snowmobile economic impact study and what those numbers mean for Oneida County. The Sheriff’s 
department will explain the capabilities and numerous uses the drone unit can provide to our communities. 

 
The price for dinner is $30 per person. Any COVID protocols that are in place at the time will be followed. If you did not 
receive an invitation, or need another, let your local circuit rider know! 
  
2. NOCCOG Executive Board seeks a Director 
Longtime Director, Mark Trnchik, who is a member of the Annsville Town Board, has decided not seek re-appointment to 
the NOCCOG Executive Board. As we are looking for someone to replace Mark, we are asking each of the NOCCOG 
communities if there is interest among the members of the governing boards, or maybe the planning boards. If so, please 
let your circuit rider know, or email John Healt at jhealt@tughill.org. 
 
3. American Rescue Plan Act Webinar, October 19 
Sarah Brancatella, Legislative Director and Counsel for the Association of Towns, will present The American Rescue Plan 
Act: What Your Board Needs to Know on Tuesday, October 19 from Noon to 1:00 p.m.  

This webinar will provide an overview of the act, information on how funding can be used and what reporting is required. 
If you have a chance, please review the most recent material available on  the Association of Towns website. Come 
prepared with your questions, or send them in beforehand to tughill@tughill.org. Register at www.tinyurl.com/tughillarpa, 
or on the commission’s website at tughill.org/upcoming-workshops/.  
 
Sarah is counsel and legislative director with the Association of Towns of New York State (AOT). There she coordinates 
AOT’s legislative advocacy, regularly presents on new legislation and other areas of interest to towns, manages AOT’s 
amicus brief program, and works on member inquires. Sarah is a graduate of SUNY Geneseo and the University at 
Buffalo School of Law. 
 
4. Uniform Fire Prevention and Building Code Webinar, October 21 
The Local Government Education Committee, in cooperation with the New York Department of State, will present The 
Code: What Every Local Official Should Know about the Uniform Fire Prevention and Building Code webinar, on 
Thursday, October 21st, from 6-8pm. 
 
Back in the 1980’s, the New York State Legislature enacted and initiated enforcement of a State Uniform Fire Prevention 
and Building Code for the health, safety and welfare of its citizens. This course provides an overview of the law, its 
historical background, and how it has evolved to include modern-day ideals of safety and energy conservation. 
 
Early registration is encouraged, and can be done here. 
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5. Rural Comprehensive Planning Webinar October 28  
If you’re not attending the NOCCOG Annual Dinner Meeting later this month, then consider joining the Tug Hill Commission 
for a Comprehensive Plan training webinar. Planning Director, Matt Johnson will host the session on Thursday, October 28, 
from 6-8:00 pm. The reasons to have a comprehensive plan will be discussed, as well as how to create, enact and use a “comp 
plan” when considering the future of your community. There is no charge for this webinar, and if that wasn’t reason enough, 
those who “attend” will receive a certificate of attendance.  
Register at tinyurl.com/compplanwithmatt. 
 
Matt received his bachelor’s degree from Syracuse University in 1993 and a master’s degree from Boston Architectural College 
in 2018. He has over 25 years of experience working with small rural communities in the Tug Hill region on a wide variety of 
planning and land use issues. He assists communities with comprehensive plans, zoning laws, subdivision laws, and GIS 
projects. 
 
6. NOCCG GPS- Looking for Projects! 
As the summer mapping season draws to a close, NOCCOG’s GPS program is looking for projects for next year.  
Most request for data collection and mapping come from highway and street departments, as well water departments. Anything 
can be mapped- culverts and drains, water mains, sewer lines, water shut-offs, fire hydrants or dry hydrants, etc. One of the 
many benefits of up to date mapping is that it helps keep information current during staffing or administrative changes. Data can 
be displayed and edited by using a free GIS desktop program called QGIS. 

There are 2 GPS units available. Training by commission staff, and a written tutorial is available, for communities interested in 
using one of the units to collect data. But, because data collection can be tedious and time consuming, Mark Clark has once 
again been retained by NOCCOG to map and record data in our municipalities. There is no charge for Mark’s services.  
 
To schedule a GPS mapping project, or to borrow one of the GPS units, reach out to John Healt at jhealt@tughill.org or by 
calling 315-941-2818. 
 
7. New Guide to Town Budget Process Available 
As most towns are working on next year’s budget, just a reminder that the Tug Hill Commission has created a new reference 
paper that pulls together numerous references and reminders spanning all those sources into one convenient reference that a 
town can use for reference during the budget process. It is available now on the Tug Hill Commission web site 
tughill.org/publications/technical-issue-papers/. Handouts from Laird Petrie’s most recent budget workshops are also available 
at tughill.org/services/training/. 
 
8. PILOT Agreements, Valuation Issues and Renewable Energy Projects Webinar  
Dylan Harris, who is an attorney with Lewis & Greer, will host a free webinar on Wednesday, Nov. 2, at Noon. As renewable 
energy projects, particularly solar, are being sited across the Tug Hill region at an increasing pace, some communities are 
dealing with inevitable PILOT (Payment in Lieu of Taxes) agreements that come with most projects. Many are also faced with 
the task of how to fairly assess the project and property.  Dylan will discuss how PILOT agreements work in relation to 
renewable energy projects, and their impact on municipal revenue. An overview of the state's new valuation method for 
renewable energy projects will also be covered. 
 
9. USDA Forest Service Funding Available for Community Forestry  
The U.S. Department of Agriculture Forest Service’s (USDA FS) annual Request for Applications for Fiscal Year 2022 for the 
Community Forest Program (CFP) is now available. The Community Forest Program offers a unique opportunity for 
communities to acquire and conserve forests that provide public access and recreational opportunities, protect vital water 
supplies and wildlife habitat, serve as demonstration sites for private forest landowners, and provide economic benefits from 
timber and non-timber products. Applications are due to State Foresters by January 10, 2022. If you are interested in applying, 
the contact for NY is Neil Bungard neal.bungard@usda.gov. For complete information on the program and application process, 
see the Final Rule and the Community Forest Road Map, a resource for potential program applicants or grant recipients. 
Additionally, the Tug Hill Commission and Tug Hill Tomorrow Land Trust held a webinar earlier this year that discussed the 
Community Forest Program, which is available to view at www.youtube.com/watch?v=I898eAU3aHY. 
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