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December 2021 Announcements 
 

1. ReConnect Round Three Broadband Funding Opened November 24  

 
USDA Rural Development announced that $1.15 billion will be available to help people living in rural communities 
access high-speed internet. Up to $200 million will be ReConnect Program loans, up to $250 million will be 
loan/grant combinations, up to $350 million will be grants with a 25% matching requirement, and up to $350 million 
will be in grants with no matching requirement in tribal and socially vulnerable communities. The grant round opened 
November 24, 2021. Eligibility requirements and considerations include: 
• Serving an area without broadband speeds of 100 Mbps download speeds and 20 Mbps upload speeds 
• Commit to build facilities capable of providing broadband service at 100 Mbps download and upload speeds to 

every location in the proposed service area 
• Projects that serve low-density rural areas with locations lacking internet service of at least 25 Mbps download 

and 3 Mbps upload spears will be prioritized 
• Economic needs of the community to be served will be considered 
• The extent that a provider will offer affordable service options will be considered 
• Projects with a commitment to strong labor standards will be considered 
• The expansion of service into tribal lands or an applicant who is a local government, Tribal Government, non-

profit, or cooperative will be considered. 
 

More detailed information is available at ReConnect Loan and Grant Program | USDA.  
Slides, transcript, and recordings from the program’s webinars are available on the ReConnect website. 

 
2. Commission Broadband Page Launched 

The commission is happy to announce the creation of a specific broadband page on the commission’s website that will 
house important broadband resources for municipal officials, businesses, the public, and any others who are interested 
about the state of broadband on Tug Hill and beyond. Since 2020, the commission has worked with several regional 
organizations, counties, a consultant, and other partners to understand the broadband needs in the region and put all 
those resources on one site. 

Please explore the page to find useful videos to understand broadband in New York State and our efforts at the 
commission. You will also find links to partnering counties’ broadband study reports conducted by ECC Technologies 
and released to the public. The site will also provide a list of useful state and federal funding resources for broadband 
expansion in unserved and underserved areas. Lastly, the page contains a broadband map that shows funding-awarded 
census blocks, target areas for broadband expansion, census data, and other relevant layers for understanding the 
broadband landscape in our region. 

Though we are currently in the process of signing data sharing agreements with all partners, we anticipate the 
broadband map to cover 16 counties. 

If there is any additional information you would like to see included please contact Alaina Mallette, planner at the 
commission, at alaina@tughill.org. 
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3. Association of Towns Newly Elected Officials 2022 Training School Online January 6-7 

The Association of Towns is offering their 2022 Newly Elected Officials Training School online ONLY January 6 
and 7, 2022. All supervisors, town board members, fiscal personnel, and town clerks are encouraged to attend. There 
is a $75 fee per member / non-member, payable in advance of the program. This fee covers the cost of tuition and 
course materials.  

More information, including the registration form, is available at: 
www.nytowns.org/images/Documents/Training/2022%20Newly%20Elected%20Forms.pdf. 

4. Online Portal to Submit Cannabis Opt-Out Laws 

The NYS Office of Cannabis Management (OCM) has created a web-based portal where localities seeking to opt-out 
of hosting cannabis retail dispensary and/or on-site cannabis consumption licensees within their jurisdictions can 
easily and quickly send their requests to the state Cannabis Control Board. 

The Marijuana Regulation & Taxation Act (MRTA) enacted in March gives cities, towns, and villages until December 
31, 2021 to pass a local law that makes a request to the state Cannabis Control Board (CCB) to opt their jurisdiction 
out of hosting retail and/or on-site cannabis consumption licensees. The portal helps localities fulfill this requirement. 
It also provides an important tool to the CCB, ensuring it has accurate information to make decisions, particularly as 
these local laws are subject to public referendums that may take place after the December 31, 2021 deadline. 

Localities that opt-out by December 31, 2021, can always opt back in. Municipalities cannot otherwise prohibit other 
conduct made legal by the MRTA, including cannabis possession and use by adults over the age of 21. 

After the December 31 deadline has passed, OCM will compile the information provided by localities and make it 
public so that those seeking a license will have the information they need to find jurisdictions in which they can 
operate. OCM will provide routine updates thereafter as localities file and update their local laws. 

For further information regarding the MRTA and localities, please visit: 
cannabis.ny.gov/system/files/documents/2021/09/cannabis-management-fact-sheet-9-21-localgovernment-06.pdf 

5. ARPA Assistance for Municipalities  

As many municipalities are considering how best to allocate their American Rescue Plan Act funds, the Mohawk 
Valley Economic Development District (MVEDD) offers a number of services to assist communities navigate through 
the restrictions and changing regulations that accompany the funding.  Few of the many topics that MVEDD can help 
with are: technical assistance, reporting requirements, project eligibility and guidance, additional programs and 
resources. Check out their website for more information. Towns and Villages can sign up for a web meeting, or you 
can contact Mari Kate Mycek directly, mmycek@mvedd.org or 315-866-4671 

Just as a reminder, the project and expenditure report is now due by April 30, 2022 and will cover the period between 
the award date and March 31, 2022 

6. Mohawk Valley Economic Development District Releases Survey 

The Mohawk Valley Economic Development District (MVEDD) has launched a quick, 5 minute Economic and 
Community Survey to assist them as they work on their on their 2022-2027 Comprehensive Economic Development 
Strategy. The survey is to gain a better understanding of the current, and possibly future, needs of our communities.  

MVEDD was formed in 1966, and is focused on fulfilling the United States Department of Commerce Economic 
Development Administration’s (EDA) mission in the Mohawk Valley Region. They are one of nine economic 
development districts in New York State, and one of seventeen revolving loan fund grantees by the EDA.  

For assistance in completing the survey or questions, please contact the MVEDD office at (315) 866-4671. 

 

 

http://www.nytowns.org/images/Documents/Training/2022%20Newly%25
http://www.nytowns.org/images/Documents/Training/2022%20Newly%20Elected%20Forms.pdf
https://ocm-optout-form.ny.gov/
https://cannabis.ny.gov/system/files/documents/2021/09/cannabis-management-fact-sheet-9-21-hemp-04_0.pdf
https://cannabis.ny.gov/system/files/documents/2021/09/cannabis-management-fact-sheet-9-21-hemp-04_0.pdf
https://mvedd.org/
mailto:mmycek@mvedd.org
https://forms.gle/Vgu6kepEFK6Z6zgk7
https://forms.gle/Vgu6kepEFK6Z6zgk7


 

7. Cornell Local Roads Program Upcoming Webinars 

All of the following webinars are free and held from 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. 
• Traffic Safety, December 7th, 2021, Register Here 
• Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD), December 14th, 2021, Register Here 
• Roads & Streets Legal Issues, January 4th, 2022, Register Here 
• Department Duties, January 11th, 2022, Register Here 
• Worker Safety, January 25th, 2022, Register Here 
• Culverts, February 1st, 2022, Register Here 
• Finding, Retaining, and Motivating Employees, February 8th, 2022, Register Here 
• Work Zone, February 15th, 2022, Register Here 
• Purchasing & Financing, February 22nd, 2022, Register Here 

 
8. Tug Hill Commission to Meet December 13, via Zoom 

The commission’s next meeting will be held Monday, December 13 from 10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. via Zoom. Access 
information is us02web.zoom.us/j/84975868282 or dial 929-205-6099, meeting ID 849 7586 8282. 

 

9. Local Government Conference Scheduled for April 19, 2022 

Registration and other information for the 2022 Local Government Conference will be sent later this month. The 
registration fee this year will be $75 and the deadline for regular registration will be March 21st.  

The Local Government Conference will be Tuesday, April 19th, at the Turning Stone Resort & Casino.  

 
 

 
 
 

Best Wishes for a Happy and Healthy Holiday Season from all of us at the  
Northern Oneida County Council of Governments! 
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